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The Solomon Walters House is a two story structure with horizontal board and 
shingle siding. The home sets in a large open area in the south part of the 
town of Bruce, and displays both Victorian and Neo-Classical influence. Ori­ 
ginally Walters had constructed a small, one story structure in 1883 that re­ 
mains to the rear of the house with the only major change being the enclosure 
of the porch. A few years later he built a medium sized Victorian house.

Some of the Victorian features of the dwelling include multiple siding, brack­ 
eted corner windows, bay windows, and vertical stick beneath the lower story's 
sills. Also, diagonal stick work appears in the gable ends. All the windows 
have flat-topped lintels and slipsills with the openings on the top floor being 
coupled. Major changes of this L shaped portion has been the removal of two 
porches on each side of the house.

Around 1900 a large Neo-Classical influenced addition was built and it is be­ 
lieved that this portion was the result of Walters' visit to the Columbia ex­ 
hibition in Chicago in 1893. While the siding pattern remained the same, the 
new portion took on a cubical plan with emphasis on classical detail.

Examples of this decoration include a gabled roof covered balcony on the east 
or the former front facade. Featured here are coupled columns, one round and 
one rectangular shaped, of the Ionic Order. Also present is a denticulated 
cornice., modi 11 ion supports and a balustrade.

The present front (north) facade's porch has a similar appearance to the bal­ 
cony using the same combination of columned types, balustrades, and denticula- 
tion. Leaded glass windows appear in the gable end while two encased square 
windows are -used for lighting the interior stairs. The west side features a 
leaded glass wall dormer with Ionic pilasters and a denticulated cornice.

The fifteen room house has yellow pine floors with built-in red oak book cases. 
Burlapped wall coverings appear around the upper floor and was put there around 
the 1900's. Also, the second floor doors have a geometric design.

The only other structure in the immediate area is an elongated one story gabled 
structure; its main use was a combination of a wood shed and an ice house.
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The Solomon Walters House is significant to the state architecturally because 
it shows the progression of building types and influences in the state. Ori­ 
ginally the structure was a small one story, three room house; typical of those 
found in the early Dakota Territory years. As Walters became more successful, 
he constructed a Victorian house that reflects the type of structures built 
during South Dakota's formative years.

Around 1900 he again added to the house in the next design and ornamental trend 
that affected South Dakota - Neo-Classicism. It is also important that Walters 
is believed to have visited the Columbia exhibition in Chicago in 1893 which 
of course influenced house construction across the country. Hence, this home 
visually emcompasses fifty years of house construction in the state.

Solomon Peterson immigrated to the United States from the farmstead near Lyungbly, 
in the Smoland province of Sweden in 1866. He first settled in Judson, Minne­ 
sota, where he worked as a stone mason. After a short time there, he changed 
his last name to Walters because Peterson was such a common name in that state.

Walters married Matilda Lindakug and moved to Luverne, Minnesota where he became 
a contractor for the construction of railroad grades and stone buildings. One 
of his more notable projects was the large Queen Bee Flour Mill in Sioux Falls. 
But even more important is that he laid much of the railroad grading that is 
found in eastern South Dakota.

In 1878 he moved to a farmstead in Brookings County, South Dakota and continued 
his contracting profession with the railroads. However, he also became involved 
in numerous enterprises including the merchantile and lumber business along 
with farming. All of these activities made Walters an extremely successful 
man and was rated by Dunn and Bradstreet at being worth $500,000,

He finally settled in the small town of Bruce around 1883 where he became a 
prominant member of the community. This is apparent by his being elected to 
the County Commission and in 1900 to the State Legislature, He contributed 
to the state in the areas of transportation, government and business.
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